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south-east. The Iron Gate is a famous ravine about
3,700 feet above the sea level and about 160 miles
out h~ west of Samarkand. It is a narrow and risky
rack, from 5 to 36 paces wide, between high precipit-
>us mountains* The rocks on either side are of an
ron colour, and in the Pilgrim's time there was also
i folding iron gate, which made tae position impreg-
lable. He had now to leave the Pamir Mountains on
;he left and cross the Hindu Kush (" Black Ridge"
Mountains) on the south. He crossed the Oxus and
got to Kunduz in the north-eastern corner of modern
Afghanistan. Here his biographer mentions the
Pilgrim's first contact with a Brahman priest
reciting incantations.
From this point we may consider the country as
India's border-land in the Pilgrim's eyes. From the
Kabul Valley (Laghman) he considered it as the
beginning of Northern India. Physically this is
correct, as the rivers south of the Hindu Kush feed
the Indus.
From Kunduz he made a few miles5 detour west
to Balkhj where he saw the washing basin of Budh^a,
u So bright and dazzling was the blending of colours
in this basin that one could not welTTiieU whether it
was of stpne or metal.    There was also a tooth of
the Buddha an inch long and eight-tenths of an inch"
broad, and there was his brooin made of K<*sa grass,,
above two feet long and about seven inches  round,
the handle being set with pearls.   On the six festival
days these relics were exhibited to the assembled Jay!
and clerical   worshippers.     On such   occasions the